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Federal and State Requirements for Special Populations

The term special populations includes individuals with a documented disability, economically disadvantaged individuals (including foster children), individuals of limited English proficiency, individuals preparing for nontraditional fields, single parents including single pregnant women, and displaced homemakers.

Individuals with a disability are those with a physical or mental impairment that substantially limits one or more major life activities, has a record of such impairment, or is regarded as having such impairment.  These individuals are protected by:

Title V, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (revised 1992) and 
Title II of the Americans with Disability Act of 1990 http://www.ada.gov/publicat.htm and
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, amended 1997 (IDEA with 2004 Resources) http://www.ed.gov/policy/speced/guid/idea/idea2004.html 
All students with a documented disability must have an Individual Educational Program (IEP) on file.  Area technology center teachers should be members of the Admissions and Release Committee (ARC) for students who are enrolled in their program with an Individual Education Plan.  If the instructor or representative from the area technology center disagrees with the placement determined by the ARC, he/she needs to sign the document but specify the disagreement in writing.  

Students who have an Individual Education Program (IEP) may need to have modified instruction and/or testing.  Material that is essential to the curriculum itself is not to be modified.

The records of students who have special needs are to be kept confidential.  Documentation is critical.  This could include keeping documentation on phone calls to the high school or parent/guardian, any modifications made to instruction, and any type of accommodations that are made.  The home high school may require more paperwork for the student with special needs, including periodic reports.  To get an O*NET code, a student with special needs must be able to complete all the tasks at the same proficiency that any other student must complete.  

Students who are covered under IDEA or Section 504 may not be suspended from school for more than ten (10) days total during the school year.  If more suspension is required, an ARC meeting must be held to determine appropriate placement and if the behavior is a result of the disability.

The Office of Career and Technical Education must meet the mandates of federal and state regulations as it relates to education.  It is the responsibility of the area technology centers to accommodate and seek ways to serve individuals with special needs.  The Booklet entitled, “Guidelines for Vocational Education Programs: 1991-1996” provides for explanation, direction, and processes for serving special populations.  http://www.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/vocre.html   
In addition to the above reference, area technology centers:

(
May not refuse a person with a disability simply because the person has a disability;

(
Must provide reasonable accommodations in an integrated setting;

(
Must eliminate unnecessary eligibility standards or rules that deny equal opportunity;

(
Are required to make reasonable accommodations in instruction;

(
Are required to have published materials available in different formats; and

(
Must provide reasonable accommodations for assessments for students with disabilities
Types of problems students with an IEP may have:

1. Learning Disabled/Specific Learning Disabled (LD/SLD).  This student has difficulty in a specific area such as math, reading, etc., but has an average IQ.

2. Mild Mental Disability (MMD):    This student has an IQ below average.

3. Functional Mental Disability (FMD):   This student has an IQ that severely limits his/her ability to learn.

4. Emotional Behavior Disability (EBD):    This student’s disability may be severe depression, bipolar disorder, Oppositional Defiant Disorder, or anything else that substantially affects his/her behavior.

5. Deaf/Blind

6. Orthopedic Impairment or Disability

7. Visual Impairment

8. Hearing Impairment

9. Speech/Language Impairment

10. Autism

11. Other health impairments (i.e., Attention Deficit Disorder/Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADD/ADHD)
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